
MaxPreps Rankings Common Questions 

Do playing out of state school effect the rankings? 

• There is no difference in playing a team from your state or an out of state opponent. We do not
use the state played for in the calculation. You will want to make sure that the opponent school
has an up to date schedule on MaxPreps but that goes with any team you play. If an opponents
schedule is not up to date, reach out to Alisa Dancer, adancer@maxpreps.com, 530-957-1575 to
get the schedule fixed.

Does playing a lower or higher division team have any impact on the rankings? 

• MaxPreps rankings does not take into account the division or league a team is playing in. Playing
a 5A school is the same as playing a 2A. Playing a school ranked lower than you and losing could
hurt your ranking.

What is the rating? 

• Calculated using your win/loss and quality of win. Quality of win is based on where your
opponent is ranked and if you won or lost.

What is the strength of schedule? 

• Is the average rating of all your opponents.

Is there a Margin of Victory? 

• Yes, each sport has a small margin of victory. Should you run up the score? No, it is capped and
does not have a high impact on you rating

Do forfeits count? 

• MaxPreps does not include forfeits in the rankings. It will drop the winning team. If you do win
as a forfeit mark the score as – Football 7-0, volleyball 3-0 and all other sports 2-0. Do not select
the forfeit button.

MaxPreps rankings are run twice a week. Each time it is run, it starts from the beginning of the season. If 
a team you played is ranked high at the beginning of the season and they lose their best player and start 
losing games, their rating could drop along with yours if you played them.  

The more games you play helps but you can still be ranked high even if you are playing less games than 
your opponents. Especially if you are winning the games you do play.  

Coaches and AD’s may contact MaxPreps Idaho representative Alisa Dancer at 
alisa.dancer@cbsinteractive.com or 530-957-1275
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