
 

IHSAA Coaches Code Of Ethics  
 

The function of a coach is to educate students through participation in interscholastic 
competition.  Interscholastic programs should be designed to promote citizenship 

and enhance the academic mission of the school. 
 

The Coach Will 
 

• Be aware that he or she has a tremendous influence, for either good or ill, on the education of 
the student and, thus, shall never place the value of winning above the value of instilling the 
highest ideals of character. 
 

• Uphold the honor and dignity of the profession. The coach shall strive to set an example of the 
highest ethical and moral conduct.  The coach/school will honor contracts regardless of possible 
inconvenience or financial loss. 

 
• Master the contest rules and shall teach them to his or her team. The coach shall not seek an 

advantage by circumvention of the spirit or letter of the rules. 
 
• Demonstrate respect and support for officials.  The coach shall not indulge in conduct, which 

would incite players or spectators against the officials.  The coach will not make statements 
concerning officials’ decisions after a game. 

 
• Work with school faculty to promote overall educational growth of the student.  The coach shall 

not exert pressure on faculty members to give student-athletes special consideration. 
 
• Honor the commitment to student based programs that supplement the educational growth of 

each student-athlete.  
 
• Be professional in association with other coaches. The coach should meet and exchange cordial 

greetings with the opposing coach to set the correct tone for the event before and after the 
contest. 

 
• Exert his or her influence to enhance sportsmanship of all extracurricular activities. 
 
• Cooperate with different media sources in an appropriate manner that promotes all aspects of 

the sport, school and community.  Public criticism of officials, opponents or players is unethical. 
 
• Uphold all policies and procedures of the school, district, IHSAA and the National Federation.  


